
O
U

TSTA
N

D
IN

G
BOARDING EDUCATION FOR BOYS AGED 11-18

The Haberdashers’ Adams’ Federation

Adams’ Grammar School



02

Welcome from 
the Junior 
Boarding Master
As Junior Boarding Housemaster, I live on site at 

Longford Hall with my wife Victoria, our two daughters 

Carmen and Anna, and our black Labrador Max. With 

the help and support of my team of boarding tutors 

and matrons, I look after our 50 junior boarders 

who live at Longford. 

As a boarder, school becomes your home for 

many weeks of the year and you’ll quickly 

discover that the more you put into life at 

Longford the more you will enjoy yourself. 

There are certainly lots of opportunities 

to try new things and to become involved 

in what we believe is one big extended family. 

Our overall aim is to create a positive and caring 

environment that allows you to focus on your studies 

while having fun. So, as well as learning lots, you’ll 

also make some great friends along the way.

Matthew Skeate

Welcome from 
the Senior 
Boarding Master
I am the Senior Boarding Housemaster and I live 

on the main school site adjacent to our three senior 

boarding houses. Also living here are my wife Amanda 

and our three children, Emily, Charlotte and George. 

Other permanent residents include three chickens and 

a tortoise!

In Senior Boarding we aim to create a homely  

environment where boys can relax. The years spent in 

Senior Boarding will be marked by GCSE and A-level 

exams so it’s especially important that we help you 

to achieve the best results you can. You will find the 

constant help and support of the boarding tutors and 

your fellow boarders invaluable in helping you to 

do this. Life in Senior Boarding isn’t all about exams 

however; it’s equally important that you have time 

to relax, spend time with your friends and enjoy the 

variety of activities and outings we arrange.

Phil Dolding
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There is a charm about 

Adams’ that is part to do 

with its rural catchment, 

part with an unaffected 

enthusiasm and part a 

thoughtfulness – not a 

combination that is easy 

to find.

Good Schools Guide

At the Heart of 
School Life
Boarding is at the heart of school life at Adams’ Grammar School. 

Our 100 boarders help to create a unique atmosphere for all of our 

pupils. Adams’ isn’t merely a place pupils come to learn but one 

that is their home and their sanctuary. It is where they form lifelong 

friendships and grow into confident young people, eager to take on 

the next challenge in their life.

Boarders are able to make the most of every day. Time that might 

have been spent commuting can be used in developing a new hobby 

or interest, relaxing with friends or undertaking extra study.

Our boarders often say that boarding is their favourite aspect of 

school life, they love being with their friends and being part of a 

busy community.

All boarding staff at our Longford Hall Junior Boarding House, a 

Georgian mansion set in over 100 acres of parkland about one mile 

from school, and our Senior Boarding Houses located within the 

main school grounds, are experienced in ensuring pupils receive 

the correct balance of study, relaxation and challenge as they move 

through the school.
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Confidence and 
Consideration for 
Others
One of the key life skills boarding pupils learn is how to live 

as part of a community. Learning to communicate effortlessly 

with people from a wide range of backgrounds and cultures 

is a skill that is widely valued. The ability to compromise, 

understand other people’s point of view and to manage their 

response will give boarders a head start in the wider world. 

Our two boarding sites are small communities. There are 

many opportunities to take responsibility and boys are 

encouraged to develop their leadership skills as they move 

through the school.

Boarding staff will work with pupils to organise events and 

to adapt the daily routine of the house to suit all the boys. 

This provides boys with an early opportunity to present their 

views, listen to others, to negotiate and to use their initiative.
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Boarders live in 

a highly inclusive 

boarding community, 

forming exceptionally 

good relationships. 

They encourage and 

support one another 

and feel safe and happy 

in their respective 

boarding houses.

Ofsted
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Family Life
Living with a teenager can sometimes feel like a battle and 

trying to ensure you offer the correct balance of support 

and encouragement whilst minimising the nagging can be 

tricky. For the parents of boarders, much of this stress can 

be removed as the boarding staff will be the ones checking 

homework is completed, that boys have the correct uniform 

and that their PE kit is clean. This allows weekends and 

holidays to be spent relaxing and enjoying time together as a 

family.

For families where it isn’t possible for one parent to be 

consistently available outside of school hours, boarding offers 

a smoother day for pupils, free from family logistics and work 

compromises. Weekly boarders in particular benefit from 

spending quality time with their family whilst still taking full 

advantage of the opportunities boarding provides.

Building Lifelong Friendships

Ask any Adams’ boarder what they most enjoy about boarding 

and the answer will nearly always be the strong lifelong 

friendships they develop. Boarders support each other; they 

help each other academically and live, laugh and study side 

by side for up to seven years. That bond is one that stays with 

boarders long after they have gone their separate ways.



Matrons
Boarders are looked after by a small team of Matrons who are responsible for the 

boys’ welfare and well-being. That includes everything from being a sympathetic 

shoulder to lean on, to providing advice and support to resolve issues, 

accompanying the boys to medical appointments and helping to sort out laundry.
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It feels like one big family 

in boarding with us 

all looking out for one 

another. It is a really great 

supportive environment. 

We are able to bounce ideas 

off each other and there is 

always someone to talk to 

and ask for help.

Adams’ pupil
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Junior Boarding
Our Junior Boarding House, Longford Hall, is a Georgian 

mansion set in 100 acres of parkland approximately one mile 

from the school. It is home to our Junior Boarding Master and 

his family as well as 50 junior boarders aged from 11 to 14. 

Pupils are taken to and from school in minibuses and the short 

journey at the start and end of each day gives pupils a real sense 

of ‘coming home’. The grounds at Longford are also the school’s 

playing fields so, whenever possible, the boys are encouraged to 

get outside and enjoy the freedom that living in rural Shropshire 

provides.

When the weather confines the boys inside they can enjoy the 

pool table, take part in one of the many activities the boarding 

tutors organise or simply relax with their friends. The Hall has its 

own small library and a prep room, where younger boarders do 

their prep under the supervision of the boarding tutors. Older 

boys can study in their room if they wish but supervision and 

help is always provided during dedicated prep time. 

The boarding staff have close working relationships with the 

teaching staff and monitor the progress of the boarders, both 

academically and personally, to make sure they are happy and 

making the expected progress with their studies.

Longford Hall provides an ideal stepping stone between 

home and the increased freedom and responsibility of Senior 

Boarding. The boys are encouraged to be self-sufficient and to 

take responsibility not only for themselves but also for their 

fellow boarders.
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Being a boarder is so 

much better than being a 

day student because of the 

friendly community spirit 

and being surrounded by 

friendly faces. You could 

say it is like a sleepover 

every day.

Year 7 boarder



10

Senior Boarding is based in three Georgian town houses within 

the main school site. The location offers the older boys greater 

independence to come and go between school and boarding as 

they wish. School facilities such as the library, the performing 

arts centre, the swimming pool and the gym are also more 

widely available to the boys.

The three houses within Senior Boarding, Roddam, Beaumaris 

and Picken, are organised to foster a family spirit and a friendly 

relaxed environment.

The Senior Boarding Master and his young family live in the 

grounds of the boarding houses. He is assisted in his role by 

residential boarding tutors who are appointed from the teaching 

staff. In addition the Master and tutors are supported by a 

Houseparent plus a team of Matrons who all keep a watchful eye 

over the welfare, personal and academic care of every pupil.

The three houses are linked with a shared common room, TV 

lounge and games room. Trips are arranged on a regular basis 

and Sixth Form boarders are encouraged to take the lead in 

arranging these.

Boarders are provided with their own personal tutor who  

will meet with each pupil individually every two to three weeks 

to monitor their academic progress, their happiness and  

well-being. Tutor groups also form the basis for the many 

friendly competitions between boarders, which could be 

anything from pool and table tennis to chess and football.

Senior Boarding is an ideal stepping stone between home and 

university life. Sixth Form boys have additional responsibilities 

and enjoy greater freedom as they prepare to leave school. 

Cookery lessons, including the all-important barbeque skills, 

have proved particularly popular in recent years.

Senior Boarding

Boarding provides me with a clear 

structure of what I need to do and 

when I need to do it. The fact that 

we all have to do our prep at a 

certain time and for a set period of 

time really helps me to concentrate 

on my work and to give the correct 

amount of time to my studies.

Senior Boarder
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